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North Carolina Prostate Cancer Disparity Rally Report 

1.0 Background and Objective
The American Cancer Society estimated a 30% increase in new prostate cancer cases in 2021 and an additional 8% increase for 2022 for a total of 268,490. Estimates for North Carolina this year are for 9,550 new cases which is the 7th highest of all states. Prostate cancer is the leading cause of cancer, and the second leading cause of cancer deaths for Black men in the U.S. The African American prostate cancer disparity is defined by an incidence rate 1.8 times higher than men of all other racial and ethnic groups in the United States, and a mortality rate that is 2.2 times higher. This is the largest racial disparity for any type of major cancer for men or women.

As a part of its national efforts towards eliminating the African American prostate cancer disparity, PHEN in partnership with North Carolina leaders and patients carried out the North Carolina Prostate Cancer Disparity Rally (PCDR) during February 2022. Prior to the PCDR PHEN has been active in North Carolina with its programs and initiatives for more than a decade.
The objectives of the NC PCDR included: 

a) Mobilizing NC leaders and patients to join in efforts with PHEN.
b) Raising prostate cancer awareness within the state.
c) Identifying collective efforts that can be undertaken on an ongoing basis in North Carolina.
See the Disparity Rally Announcement
2.0 NC PCDR Approach
The NC PCDR approach consisted of using radio and social media outreach to raise public awareness about the prostate cancer racial disparity, and the importance of early detection screening and understanding treatment options. PHEN hosted a virtual town hall meeting with the PCDR participants to facilitate identifying potential ongoing collective efforts.

There was an enthusiastic response from political leaders, clergy, medical doctors, and patients to PHEN’s requests that they participate in the Rally by recording messages for broadcast over radio and social media; and participate in the Town Hall Meeting. Some clergy stated that they had personally experienced the ravages of prostate cancer within their congregational family and personally in their own families. 
All messages were recorded as video messages with the audio being used for radio and the video for social media. Each message concluded by guiding the listener to one of PHEN’s educational portals for early detection screening (www.phenpsa.com), or for information on treatment options (www.phenpath.com). 
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3.0 NC PCDR Participants 
Participants either recorded a message for broadcast (RM), participated in the town hall meeting (TH), or both (RM/TH). The participants were:

	U. S. Congresswoman Alma Adams (RM)
Charlotte
Dr. Andrew Armstrong (RM/TH)
Director of Research for Prostate Cancer
Duke Cancer Institute, Durham
Rev. Ronald E. Avery (RM/TH)
Pastor, St. Matthew Baptist Church

Raleigh
Mr. Claude Bright (TH)
PHEN Survivor Network Member
Hope Mills
Mr. Thomas A. Farrington (RM)
PHEN President, Boston, MA
State Senator Valerie Foushee (RM)
Orange and Chatham Counties
State Representative James Gailliard (TH)
Pastor, World Tabernacle Church


Rocky Mount 
Dr. Daniel George (RM)
Professor of Medicine
Duke Cancer Institute, Durham

Rev. Dumas A. Harshaw, Jr. (RM/TH)
Pastor, First Baptist Church of Raleigh

Rev. Clifford A. Jones, Sr. (RM)
Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Charlotte

	Dr. Angelo Moore (RM)
Duke Cancer Institute
Durham
Dr. Matthew Nielsen (RM/TH)
Chair, Dept of Urology, UNC
Chapel Hill
Dr. Steven Patierno (TH)
Deputy Director, Duke Cancer Institute
Durham
Rev. Dr. Luke A. Powery (RM/TH)
Dean, Duke University Chapel
Durham
Dr. James A. Smith, III (RM/TH)
President, NC Minority Prostate Cancer Awareness Action Team
Raleigh
Rev. Prince Rivers (RM)
Senior Pastor, Union Baptist Church
Durham
Dr. Eric Wallen (TH)
VC of Education, UNC School of Medicine

Chapel Hill
Mr. Jerry Womack (RM)
PHEN Network Member

Charlotte



The recorded messages are available at: https://phentv.com/phen-rally/
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4.0 Radio and Social Media Outreach

PHEN purchased a total of 505 radio spots for a combination of 60, 30 and 15 second messages to be broadcast to the public over these stations:

	Charlotte: 

· WBAV - V 101.9

· WPZS - Praise 100.9

· WOSF - 105.3


	Durham/Raleigh:

· WFXK - 104.3

· WFXC - 107.1

· WNNL - 103.9


	Greensboro: 

· WQMG - 97.1




*Reports from these stations showed that the paid messages reached a total of 705,300 people. *
In addition, the messages were broadcast as unpaid public service announcements (PSAs) over these same stations along with stations at North Carolina A&T State University (WNCA - Greensboro) and North Carolina Central University (WNCU – Durham). While the stations do not provide information on people reached with public service announcements, the radio campaign was highly successful in reaching more than 705,300.
Radio interviews included: 
· February 18th, WBAV with PHEN President Thomas Farrington and host Tone X.

· February 22nd at WNNL with PHEN Church Partnerships and Outreach Director, Rev. Adrian Backus, and host Melissa Wade.

· March 2nd at WPZS with Rev. Backus and co-hosts Willie Ramey, and “Funky Boy.”
 A news release was distributed to various media outlets. 

The social media outreach has consisted of PHEN promoting the video recorded messages over Facebook to a NC focused audience which has reached more than 50,000. This effort is ongoing, and the recorded messages can be used to support future efforts in North Carolina.
5.0 Town Hall Meeting

The virtual town hall meeting was hosted on February 24th beginning at 6 pm ET. The participant panelists came together to discuss key factors contributing to the prostate cancer racial disparity, and to explore collaborative actions that can be undertaken in North Carolina towards eliminating the disparity. PHEN Directors Dr. Keith Crawford (Clinical Trials and Patient Education), and Rev. Adrian Backus, (Community Outreach and Church Partnerships) moderated the discussion. (See Town Hall Meeting Announcement)
The town hall meeting was hosted as a Zoom webinar and attracted a live audience of 90 people. An energized audience joined via their questions. See the audience poll results attached.
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Key areas of discussion focused on:
· Institutional Partnership Collaboration between Churches, academic and medical institutions such as Duke Cancer Institute and UNC Lineberger Cancer Center. Need to develop partnerships with health systems in other parts of the state like the eastern NC Vidant Health System.
· Funding: Help patients with costs, the NC Health and Wellness funds were moved and must be returned to the health area for education and prevention.
· Geographic Challenges Within the State: East Coast versus central and west, and rural verses urban.
· Access Issues: Consider mobile clinic approach; Churches can use their excess space to establish in-house centers to support PSA screening and education; Broadband infrastructure development for telemedicine needed. 

· Policy Development: More diverse board and committee representation at the state level is needed. Interact needed with the new office of Minority Health Disparity to foster policy making. 

· A Paradigm Shift is Needed on How One Thinks About Health Care: Early detection and screening; Educating young primary care doctors, nurse practitioners and medical students; Must address health equity and the inclusion of women and recognize their importance as doctors and caregivers.

The Recorded Town Hall Meeting
6.0 Summary and Follow-Up
PHEN’s North Carolina Prostate Cancer Disparity Rally was a broad effort that succeeded in mobilizing, and forming a coalition of clergy, elected officials, medical specialists, and patients around efforts towards eliminating the disparity. This is a significant accomplishment and a foundation that can be expanded for ongoing efforts. 
Prostate cancer awareness outreach to the public through the voices of known and trusted local leaders was highly successful in reaching more than 700,000 people. Feedback received indicated that people were excited to hear from their leaders on this subject. This outreach approach is proven effective for future efforts.
The town hall meeting was effective in bringing together the PCDR participants in a format to share perspectives on efforts needed to eliminate the disparity. These discussions and thoughts represent a solid basis to formulate specific initiatives within North Carolina towards eliminating the prostate cancer racial disparity within the state.
As a follow up to the NC PCDR PHEN will invite all the participants to a virtual meeting to discuss and outline next steps that can be taken together.
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Attachment
Town Hall Meeting Audience Poll Responses

February 24, 2022

	1. Did you enjoy the town hall meeting?
	2. 
	2. Were the factors presented as contributing to the racial disparity revealing to you?
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	3.  Were you pleased with approaches discussed to help eliminate the disparity?
	
	4.  Who do you think is most critical in implementing efforts towards eliminating the disparity?
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	5.  Were you satisfied with the town hall meeting program and agenda?
	
	6.  Were you satisfied with the town hall meeting participants?
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	7.  Do you feel that the audience participation was adequate?
	
	8.  Do you believe that PHEN's Prostate Cancer Disparity Rally will impact efforts in NC towards eliminating the disparity?
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